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1. Introduction

1.1. Overview

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared in respect of
the application for the proposed Springwell Solar Farm Development Consent
Order (the Application) made by Springwell Energyfarm Ltd (the Applicant) to
the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero under Section 37 of the
Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008).

1.1.2 Springwell Solar Farm is a proposed new solar farm and battery storage facility
located in North Kesteven, Lincolnshire. The proposals also include
infrastructure to connect Springwell to the National Grid, as well as any
necessary supporting site infrastructure and environmental mitigation, including
landscaping and ecological planting (the Proposed Development).

1.1.3 This SoCG is submitted to the Examining Authority as a final position between
both parties.

1.2. Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant and Natural England (NE).

1.2.2 NE is an executive non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). As a statutory nature
conservation body, NE is the Government’s advisor on the protection of the
natural environment in England. NE’s general purposes is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of
present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable
development.

1.2.3 NE’s role in relation to the Development Consent Order (DCO) process derives
from the PA 2008 and secondary legislation made under PA 2008. The roles
and responsibilities of NE under the PA 2008 fall into the following categories:

a. As one of the prescribed consultees under Section 42 of the PA 2008
that applicants are required to consult before submitting a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) application.

b. As one of the consultation bodies that the Planning Inspectorate must
consult before a scoping opinion is adopted in relation to any
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and as a prescribed consultee
for the environmental information submitted pursuant to the
Infrastructure Planning (EIA) Regulations 20177,

c. As a statutory party in the examination of DCO applications.

! The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. Available online:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/contents/made
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d. As a statutory nature conservation body under the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations)? in
respect of the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).

e. As a consenting and licensing body/authority in respect of protected
species and operations likely to damage the protected features of Sites
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) pursuant to the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (WCA 1981)3 and in relation to
European protected species under the Habitats Regulations.

1.2.4 Collectively, the Applicant and NE are referred to as ‘the parties’.

1.3. Purpose of this document

1.3.1 This SoCG is being submitted to the Examining Authority as a final position
between both parties.

1.3.2 This SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the Department for Levelling
Up, Housing and Communities’ Guidance on the examination stage for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (DLUHC Guidance)*.

1.3.3 Paragraph 007 of the DLUHC Guidance states that:

“A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement prepared jointly
by the applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which
they agree, or indeed disagree. A SoCG helps to ensure that the evidence at
the examination focuses on the material differences between the main parties
and therefore makes best use of the lines of questioning pursued by the
Examining Authority”.

1.3.4 The aim of this SoCG is, therefore, to provide a clear position of the progress
and agreement met or not yet met between NE and the Applicant on matters
relating to the DCO Application.

1.3.5 This SoCG is intended to provide information for the examination process,
facilitate a smooth and efficient examination, and manage the amount of
material that needs to be submitted.

1.3.6 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere
within the DCO Application documents. All documents are available in the
deposit locations and/or the Planning Inspectorate’s website (https://national-
infrastructure-
consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010149/documents).

2 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. Available online:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made

3 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Available online: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69
4 Planning Act 2008: Examination stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (30 April
2024).
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1.3.7 This SoCG has been submitted to the Examining Authority that is examining the
Application under section 37 of the PA 2008 for an order granting development
consent for the Proposed Development.

1.3.8 For the purposes of examination, this SoCG addresses the following key topic
areas:

o Matters relating to protected species and habitats;
o Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG);
e Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land; and

e Monitoring, mitigation, and enhancement measures.

1.4. Terminology

1.4.1 This SoCG summaries the main matters covered and the status of the matter(s).
The colour coding system used within the table in Section 4 has been outlined
below.

Cell Status

Agreed — indicates where a matter has been
resolved.

Under Discussion — indicates where points

continue to be the subject of on-going
discussions between the parties.

Not Agreed - indicates a position where both
parties have reached a final position that a
matter cannot be agreed between them.
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2. The Proposed Development

2.1 Proposed Development Description

211 The Proposed Development comprises the construction, operation and
maintenance, and decommissioning of a solar photovoltaic (PV) array electricity
generating facility with a total capacity exceeding 50 megawatts (MW), a Battery
Energy Storage system (BESS) with an import and export connection to the
National Grid Electricity Transmission.

2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises the installation, construction and
decommissioning works, with the details to be defined at detailed design and
subject to approval by the Local Authority. The detailed design of the Proposed
Development will be undertaken within the parameters assessed in the
Environmental Statement (ES), which are secured through a range of control
documents including the Works Plans [EN010149/APP/2.3] [APP-007], the
Design Commitments [EN010149/APP/7.4.2] [REP3-030] and the
requirements set out in the Draft Development Consent Order
[ENO010149/APP/3.1.3] [REP3-004].

2.1.3 The design of the Proposed Development has evolved throughout the
environmental assessment process to avoid or minimise environmental effects
and in response to consultation and engagement feedback, where appropriate.
The location of the Proposed Development is shown in ES Volume 2, Figure
1.1: Location Plan [EN010149/APP/6.2] [APP-058] and described in ES
Volume 1, Chapter 2: Location of the Proposed Development
[EN010149/APP/6.1] [APP-042], with the consideration of alternatives and the
evolution of the design of the Proposed Development presented in ES Volume
1, Chapter 4: Reasonable Alternatives Considered [EN010149/APP/6.1]
[APP-044].

2.1.4 The Proposed Development will be located within the ‘Order Limits’ (the land
shown on the Works Plans [EN010149/APP/2.3] [APP-007] within which the
Proposed Development can be constructed, operated and decommissioned).
The extent of the Order Limits is shown on ES Volume 2, Figure 1.2: Order
Limits [EN010149/APP/2.1] [APP-058]. The principal components of the
Proposed Development include:

e Solar PV development including;

e Ground-mounted Solar PV generating station. The generating station will
include Solar PV modules and mounting structures;

e Balance of Solar System (BoSS), which comprises inverters, transformers,
and switchgear;

e 400kV Grid Connection Corridor to connect the Springwell Substation and
proposed National Grid Navenby Substation;

o Satellite Collector Compounds comprising switchgear, transformers, ancillary
equipment and operation, maintenance, security and welfare units;

Application Document Ref: ENO10149/APP/8.4.3 5
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A project substation (the ‘Springwell Substation’) compound, which will
include substation, Main Collector Compound, switching and control
equipment, office/control/welfare/security buildings, storage areas, and
provisions for vehicular parking and material laydown;

BESS compound, including batteries and associated inverters, transformers,
switchgear and ancillary equipment and their containers, enclosures,
monitoring systems, air conditioning, electrical cables, fire safety
infrastructure and operation, maintenance, security and welfare facilities;

Underground cabling will connect the Solar PV modules and BESS
compound to the BoSS, Collector Compounds, and the Springwell
Substation;

Ancillary infrastructure works, including boundary treatments, security
equipment, earthing devices, fencing, lighting, earthworks, surface water
management, internal tracks and any other works identified as necessary to
enable the Proposed Development;

Landscaping, habitat management, biodiversity enhancement and amenity
improvements; and

Works to facilitate vehicular access to the Order Limits.
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3. Record of Engagement

3.1 Summary of engagement

3.1.1 The Applicant has engaged with NE throughout the DCO Application process,
including during early stages of the design and environmental assessment of
the Proposed Development. Table 1 shows a summary of key engagement that
has taken place between the Applicant and NE in relation to the DCO
Application.

Table 1 — Record of Engagement

Form of Key matters discussed and key outcomes
correspondence
20 June Virtual meeting ¢ NE did not have any concerns on the scope of
2023 the ecological and habitat surveys.

e NE recommended that any advice on the scope
and method of surveys and licensing, if
required, should be requested by the
Discretionary Advice Service.

11 Virtual meeting e Discussion about the agricultural land

September classification (ALC) survey and the

2023 consideration of BMV land in the development
of the design.

e NE requested for an ALC survey to be
undertaken of the proposed cable route
locations connecting each parcel to help inform
the management requirements of the soil, which
will be documented within, and secured by, an
outline management plan which will be
submitted in support of the DCO Application.

15 January Virtual Meeting e Discussion about ecology surveys and
2024 biodiversity design.
e NE agreed with approach for great crested newt
surveys and assumption of absence.
¢ NE had reviewed the wintering birds results and
agreed that due to distance and findings from
the surveys, it is highly unlikely that the land
within the Order Limits is functionally linked to
the European Designated sites at “The Wash’
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Date Form of Key matters discussed and key outcomes
correspondence

Special Protection Area (SPA) designated for
birds.

e NE agreed that the bird surveys carried out in
November 2023, December 2023 and January
2024 were sufficient.

¢ Discussion about biodiversity mitigation
strategy. NE recommended tree sparrow nest

boxes.
03 May Virtual meeting ¢ Discussion about ALC survey outputs for the
2024 Grid Connection Corridor and other cable routes

that have been surveyed.

¢ Discussion following NE’s review of the ALC
survey reports. No initial concerns were raised.

¢ Updates from the Applicant on the location of
the Battery Energy Storage System and
Springwell Substation.

¢ NE requested for the Environmental Statement
to provide a detailed breakdown of the
percentage of each ALC grade for each element
of the infrastructure.

17January Virtual meeting ¢ Discussion and update on the DCO Application

2025 documents and design.

02 May Virtual meeting ¢ Discussion on the Statement of Common

2025 Ground related to document updates and
position between both parties.

3 July Virtual meeting ¢ Discussion on the Statement of Common

2025 Ground following NE review of the Deadline 1
document updates.

11 July Virtual meeting ¢ Discussion on the outstanding matters in

2025 Statement of Common Ground focused on soils
and BMV land.

28 August  Virtual meeting ¢ Discussion on the outstanding matters in the

2025 Statement of Common Ground and document

updates made at Deadline 3.
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4. Current Position

4.1 Position of the Applicant and NE

4.1.1 The following table sets out the final position of the Applicant and NE, following
a series of meetings and discussions with respect to the key areas of the
Proposed Development.
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Docusign Envelope ID: 4FFOED50-0793-4252-BFC1-FA1D2853C0D7

Springwell Solar Farm Springwe %

Statement of Common Ground — Natural England
Solar Farm

5. Signatures
This SoCG is agreed upon:

On behalf of Natural England
Name:  [HEEESEEEN

Signed by:

Signature:
Date: 10 September 2025

On behalf of the Applicant
Name: [

DocuSigned by:

Signature:

Date: 44 September 2025

Application Document Ref: ENO10149/APP/8.4.3 45
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010149





